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BAMBOO: 
structurally sound or not?  

     Just minutes after the story was reposted on Face-

book and Twitter, netizens took the engineers to task 

over the structural soundness of public school           

buildings. According to the ABS-CBN story, no one 

seems to know who was behind the decision to use 

bamboo reinforcement instead of steel.  

<<Check-out Philippines Graphic,  vol. 25:02, pp. 20-23, Jun 09 ‘14.  

Hard to swallow 

     Food-borne illnesses are escalating in the 
United States, and it’s not because of a few 
unwashed spinach leaves. Foul conditions, lax 
regulations, and too few inspectors are         
threatening our safety.  It’s worse than          
you think.  

“YOLANDA” :  

an unfolding of the paschal mystery  

     “Suffering” and “death” are the only two words that 
seem to characterize the devastation brought about by       
Typhoon Haiyan or Yolanda in Central Philippines, as clear 
heard from victims’ stories and seen in the news.  Despite 
the appaling destruction, though, “hope” and “joy” also 
shine forth amid that anguish-a hope and joy that can only 
come from the promise of Christ’s Resurrection.  

>>Check-out Reader’s Digest Large Print, vol. 18: 41, pp.99-109, May ’14.   

<<Check-out Work Mission, vol. 26:277, pp. 21-25, Apr-May ‘14. 



FOR THE PRO…. 
From Gotcha to Understanding :  

Creating the Next-Generation of  
     Teacher Evaluations 

     Authentic Assessment in Action 

Evaluating the Democratic Merit of 

YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE 

     In the past, a principal would observe a teacher 

once or twice and give a thumbs up or thumbs down. 

Now the principal collects multiple sources of data,  

including student achievement scores, teacher     

portfolios, and the self-evaluation.  

     If you want to know how well a student health 

professional will perform as a practitioner, what 

you have to do is create a rigorously controlled 

situation where the student is faced with a real-

world task and then have an expert observe and 

evaluate how well the student does it. In brief, 

you have to use      authentic assessment: you 

have to taste the soup. Why don’t we do more of 

that in education.   

     This article critiques didactic YA literature grounded in a     

developmental stage model of adolescence. The authors   

argue that such literature is undemocratic and support 

their claim by comparing and contrasting a memoir         

intended for adults with another meant for a teen        

readership.  

<<Check-out Tech & Learning,  vol.34:9 pp. 36-39, Apr ‘14. 

     >>Check-out The Journal of Media Literacy, vol.60:1&2, ‘13. 

<<Check-out English Journal, vol. 103:2, pp. 52-59, Nov. ‘13. 


